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OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE 


Preſent Convention, c. 


HE better to judge of the Merits 
of the preſent Convention ,with 
Spain, it will be neceſſary to take 
a ſummary View of the Situation 
of our Affairs with tefpe&t to that Nation 
for ſome Time paſt ; that, by recalling to 
— Memory the Grievances we have la- 
ur'd under, we may the eaſier determine 
how far we are to expect them to be removed 
by theſe Stipulations, we have undertaken to 
examine. | | 
| To attempt a Recital of all the Indigni- 
ies, we have ſuffered for many Years 
rom this inſoknt Nation, in a Time of full 
Peace, on our Side, were an endleſs Taſk ; 


A 2 ler 


(4) 

let it ſuffice to remind the Reader (ſince due 
they muſt have been ſtrangely inattentive td pan 
publick Affairs, to whom theſe Facts ardavin 
not familiar) that after pillaging our Merthe M 
chants without even the Shadow of a Pre“ doi 
text; inſulting our Men of War, and rob** the 
bing, in their View, the Convoys committed“ rup 
to their Guard ; after treating the poor Sai® alte 
lors, who became their Priſoners, with Bar“ tha 
barities unknown to civiliz?d Nations, eve}** bee 
in the Fury of their fierceſt Wars; afte** mit 
adding Mockery to Oppreſſion, and deri?* ny 
ding their mangled Captives with the Mum!“ Bai 
mery of an Havannah Trial; and when Rdtnted 
preſentations have been made in Europe c to 
the Injuſtice of theſe Proceedings, deludins* tho 
them a ſecond time with pretended Ordel“ for 
to their Governors abroad for Reſtitutior** his 
which thoſe Governors were at the ſan$* frie 
time directed to pay no Regard to; afta“ fut 
theſe, and a thouſand other Inſtances (“ Co 
their Tyranny and Cruelty, had been ofte** do! 
complain'd of, often negotiated about, ofte* La 
promiſed to be redreſſed, and thoſe Pri“ pro 
miſes as often evaded ; the Spirit of t}** of 
Nation was at laſt inflamed to that Degre** his 
that the Yet-India Merchants petitionir: go 
for Relief laſt Seſſions, they were ſeconde““ effe 

by the Clamours of every Rank of Fear, ſuc 
of all Parties throughout the Kingdom!“ ma 
Nor was the Legiſlature leſs touched wits ſue. 

a d 


(s) 
incd due Reſentment at theſe Enormities of the 
e tchpaniſh Nation; the Houſe of Commons, after 
ardaving maturely examined the Complaints of 
Merthe Merchants, did reſolve, ** That our un- 
Pre“ doubted Right to a free Navigation in 
rob* the Seas of America had been greatly inter- 
tte rupted by the Spaniards, under Pretences 
Sal“ altogether groundleſs and unwarrantable; 
Bar that many unjuſt Seizures and Captures had 
eve“ been made, and great Depredations com- 
afte mitted by the Spaniards, attended with ma- 
der“ ny Inſtances of unheard-of Cruelty and 
lun**© Barbarity, Sc.“ And an Addreſs was pre- 
| Redented to his Majeſty, humbly beſeeching him 
pe © to uſe his Royal Endeavours with his Ca- 
din“ tholick Majeſty to obtain effectual Relief 
rden“ for his injured Subjects, &c. and to aſſure 
'tior** his Majeſty, that in caſe his Royal and 
fan$* friendly Inſtances for Juſtice, and for the 
aft“ future Security of that Navigation and 
es 6 Commerce, which his People have an un- 
ofte “ doubted Right to by Treaties and the 
of}, Law of Nations, ſhould not be able to 
Pr** procure from the Equity and Friendſhip 
f t!“ of the King of Spain ſuch Satisfaction as 
-ore** his Majeſty may reaſonably expect from a 
onir““ good and faithful Ally, that Houſe would 
onde“ effectually ſupport his Majeſty in taking 
op ſuch Meaſures as Honour and Juſtice ſhall 


. make it neceſſary for his Majeſty to pur- 
wi!“ 


a di 


ſue.“ 


The 


"FSI 

The Houſe of Lords too did in their Reſog ſuſp 
lutions aſſert ** Our undoubted Right to naentim 
ce vigate in the American Seas, to and fronfea], 
« any Part of his Majeſty's Dominiongck w 
&« e.“ And did alſo declare, That thiumm 
ce ſearching of our Ships on rhe open Seaher pi 
© under Pretence of their carrying contrag thei 
ce band or prohibited Goods, is a Violatiohe M 
cc and Infraction of the Treaties ſubſiſting bjec 
“ between the two Crowns :?* And did, if pro 
their Addreſs, © aſſure his Majeſty, that ivas pl 
ce caſe his friendly and powerful Inſtanc&gce h 
ce for procuring Reſtitution and Reparat}lace, 
& on to his injured Subjects, and for the tures v 
« ture Security of their Trade and Navi It v 
&« gation, ſhall fail of having their due Effetho 
ce fect and Influence on the Court of Spatixſt to 
ce and ſhall not be able to obtain that reJegot 
ce Satisfaction and Security which his Mauitleſ 
« jeſty may in Juſtice expect, they woubuld t 
c zealouſly and chearfully concur in all ſucarlian 
& Meaſures as ſhall become neceſſary fd, an 
“e the Support of his Majeſty's Honoull poff 
and rhe Preſervation of our Navigatioe wan 
&« and Commerce, and the common Godtoſeci 
of thele Kingdoms.” ccord! 

Upon theſe Reſolutions of the two Hounean, 
ſes, and their Addreſſes to his Majeſly, and aft 
after that warm Recommendation ot thtation 
important Affair to the Throne, by a Getflis me 
tleman, whoſe Character can leave no rooùbmmi 
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1 


eſoo ſuſpe& him capable of varying from his 
» naentiments, deliver'd with ſo becoming a 
roneal, on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, the Pub- 
ongck were full of Expectation of what the 
t thjummer would produce; they were the ra- 
Seacher perſuaded to hope for a ſudden Period 
atrag their Grievances from the Behaviour of 
tiohe Miniſter, during the Debates on this 
{ting bject; for he had taken the whole Weight 
I, if procuring us Redreſs upon himſelf, and 
at ifas pleaſed to ask the Houſe with what 
inceace he could appear next Seſſions in that 
xrat#}ace, if in the mean time effectual Mea- 
c fures were not taken for our Relief. 
Javi It was generally believ'd, that the only 
e EHethod of reducing. Spain to Reaſon was 
paiitſt to make her feel our Power, for our 
t reg egotiations with her had been ſo often 
; Mauitleſs, that from theſe alone no Succeſs 
voulould be expected, and with this View the 
ſucarliament had provided for the Expence 
y ff an extraordinary Fleet, and had given 
noull poſſible Aſſurances that nothing ſhould 
atio wanting on their fide in the vigorous 
Gooroſecution of this Affair. Two Fleets were 
ccordingly fitted out, one for the Mediter- 
Hounean, and the other for the Meſt-Indies; 
„ amd after their Departure for their deſtin'd 
| thitations, a third was arming at home: By 
Getflis means almoſt the whole Navy were in 
rootbmmiſſion z yet ſuch was the Alacrity of 
5 our 


1 


our Sailors on the Hopes, that it would bon be 


at laſt permitted them to take Revenge over: 
their inhuman Enemies, that Numbers en ou 
ter'd themſelves voluntarily, with a Readigme t 
neſs unknown on any paſt Occaſion. AF ou 
was now in Motion, and every Step prog An 
noſticated a new Scene of Affairs to be nad o 
hand, in which our former Supineneſs woulQen, 
be amply atoned for: And ſo firmly wa Tin 
this believ'd, that thoſe, who capable owe 
diſcerning the Cauſes of our former Tapd tl 
midity, and knowing thoſe Cauſes ſtill tale tt 
ſubſiſt, did therefore conclude this to hem 
but an Oſtentation of War, being fully pe@nſiv 
ſuaded, that an Inaction would attend aꝶ as b 
theſe extraordinary Preparatiore, -whict 
would bur ſerve to incicale the Iniolence « 
our Enemies, and our own Shame; tho 
I fay, who from their Reflections on od 
paſt Conduct, did thus ſurely predict our f 
ture Behaviour, could ſcarcely at any tim 
declare their Sentiments, but they were cer 
ſured as Men, who from their perſon& 
Hatred to thoſe in Power were reſolved wen a 
disbelieve, in ſpite of the moſt undoubtdÞd thi 
Evidence, all ſuch of their Meaſures ld 1 
ſhould have any Claim to common Senlar Ar 
or common Honeſty. ere 
At length, in the Month of. Auguſt, future 
Stop was put to our Armament at homMGitho 
and it was reported that a Peace was agreehittec 


0. 


— 
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f 1 
1d bn between us and Spain, which would an- 
ze oqver all the good Purpoſes we had propoſed 
s en ourſelves from a War; but as about the 
eadigme time we were inform'd of the Inaction 
AF our Fleets both in the Z7editerranean and 
Yrofi America, and as particular Circumſtances 
be ad occur'd, which convinced all impartial 
roulMen, that tho' the Admirals had fer Sail at 
wa Time, when the Pretences of thoſe in 
le Gower to act vigorouſly were the ſtrongeſt, 
Tad the Faith and Expectation of the Peo- 
ill qe the higheſt, they had yet carried with 
to hem from hence no Orders to behave of- 
y peEnſively, the Confidence of the Publick 
d a as by this means converted into Indigna- 
vhiction, ſince they were ſatisfied that Terms 
ice Goneluded with Spain, after that Nation had 
thoſgeen convinced we intended not to attack 


n oder, could not be ſuch as the Greatneſs of 
ur fugur paſt Injuries and our future Security 
timęquired. 

e cer However, from that time, to the Publi- 
rſonMtion of the Preſent Convention, we have 
ved een amuſed with different Reports relating 
ubtd this Negotiation; ſometimes we were 
res told it was compleated, then again particu- 
Senlar Articles were conteſted ; ſometimes we 


ere flatter'd that Spain had diſclaim'd all 
ture Viſiting or Searching of our Ships 
hom@ithourt reſtriction, then it was to be per- 
greehitted them only 3 a certain — 
0 0 


( 10 ) | 
of their own Coaſt ; at other times we were&curii 
told, that all Searching was to ceaſe til e ha 
certain Regulations were made by futur ich 
Commiſſaries, who, we were at the ſame timebrſuit 
told, would perpetuate our Exemption by., Thi 
never agreeing. ratl 

In ſuch Uncertainty did this Affair con Spa 
tinue, till the Meeting of the preſent Parlia@ivet 


O ; 
ment, who were alſo prorogued for a Fort. It C 


night, in Expectation of its final Determi/@n, 


nation; at laſt the long expected Courierl as 


arrives, the Ratifications are exchanged, and e 
the whole 1s ſaid to be compleated; and iger w. 


was immediately rumour'd abroad, and af iden 
terward aſſerted by the Miniſter himſelf ins follo 
the Houſe, to be the moſt beneficial and 
ſatisfactory Treaty that had at any time beer 
made by this Nation; it was particularly" 


_ aſſerted, that it was impoſſible to change of! 


any one Stipulation, contain'd in it, into a! ſter- 
Shape more advantageous to ourſelves; and whi 
that it ſo fully anſwer*d all the Declaration. land 
of Parliament, and the reaſonable Expecta in 
tions of the Publick, that the moſt virulen rial; 
Malecontent would never be able to form! MIt 
ſingle Exception againſt it. — 


As this Convention is now publiſh'd, and fand 


in every one's Hand, I ſhall examine how, cor d 
far it merits theſe laviſh Encomiums, and be 1 
how well it is ſuited to procure us that Re. 
paration for our former Affronts, and that 


En 
reregcurity for our future Commerce, which 
< have been ſo long flattered with, and 


'turdÞhich we have ſpent ſuch immenſe Sums in 
tim rſuit of. | 
1 by, This Convention was preceded by a De- 
aration made in the Name of the King 
con Spain; which, as is therein aſſerted, was 
\rlia.@ivered by the Conſent of our Miniſter, 
Port. It contains a very extraordinary Condi- 
rmion, which his Catholick Majeſty inſiſts 
urierll» as a Preliminary to his ſigning of the 
and hention; and which we, on our Side, by 
id a accepting of his Signature, do 
d afvidently acquieſce in. The Form of it is 


f in follows: 


O N Sebaſtian de la Quadra, Counſel- 
larly* lor and F irſt Secretary of State 
ange of his Catholick Majeſty, and his Mini- 
ito à ſter- Plenipotentiary for the Convention 
and which is Treating with the King of Eng- 
tion land, by Order of his Sovereign, and 
xa in Conſequence of the repeated Memo- 
ulen rials and Conferences that have paſſed 
rm with Don Benjamin Keen, Miniſter-Ple- 
nipotentiary of his Britannict Majeſty; 
and and having agreed with reciprocal Ac- 
cord, that the preſent Declaration ſhall 
ahbe made as the Eſſential and Preciſe 
Means to overcome the ſo much debated 
Diſputes; and in order that the faid 
f B 2 „ Conven- 


. 
“ Convention may be ſign'd, does dec lat. 
in due Form, That his Catholick Majeſty 
& reſerves to himſelf, in its full Force, the 
« Right of being able to ſuſpend the Aſſentiſils, a 
& of Negroes, and of diſpatching the neFanſmi 
& ceſlary Orders for the Execution thereof 
„ in caſe the Company does not ſubje& 
c herſelf to pay, within a ſhort Term, the 
&« Sixty- eight Thouſand Pounds which ſh] And 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


has confeſſed to be owing on the Dutye Spa 
of Negroes, according to the Regulation 
of 524. per Dollar, and on the Profit 
of the Ship Royal Caroline; and likewiſc 
declares, that under the Validity and 
Force of this Proteſt,” the ſigning of the 


“ ſaid Convention may be proceeded on thei 
& and in no other Manner. WhereforeFWo ch 
upon this firm Suppoſition, and that imm 
% may not be eluded, on any Motive offlc Mi 
& Pretext whatſoever, his Catholick Majeſter a 
e ſty has been induced thereto. owe: 
| In t 

Pardo, Fan. 10, 1739. Wir i- 
The better to underſtand the Unreaſonaſlee ſtre 
bleneſs of this ſuppoſed Right the King oa Co: 
Spain has here reſerved to himſelf, it wilWns, : 
be proper to give a ſhort Narration of thi, m 
whole Affair. Fre i 
The King of Spain, on our Rupture witieaſu 
that Crown, in the Year 1718, ſeiz'd alFrms, 


the Effects belonging tothe Sourh-Sea Com: 
pany)? 


( 13) 1 
ny that were to be found in any Part 
bis Dominions. Theſe Seizures, accord- 


Ig to the Valuation of the Spaniſs Tribu- 
Ils, as appears by authentick Accounts, 
Janſmitted from thence, verified and atteſt- 
by the proper Officers belonging to thoſe 
Fourts, amounted to about a Million of 


ollars, or near 225,000). Sterling. 
And theſe Accounts being made up in 


Je Spaniſi Offices, the Effects are eſtimated 


ly at the low Price that they ſold for in 


Wcir clandeſtine Auctions, and are alſo 
MWaded with moſt exorbitant Charges, ſuch 


Warchouſe-room, and Commiſhon nay, 


Bo” there never was any conſiderable Part 


theſe Seizures delivered, yet they are 
o charged with a certain Sum, for the 
ommiſſion of their future Delivery; and 


e Million of Dollars is the neat Ballance, 


er all theſe extravagant Deductions are 
owed. 


gin the Treaty made with Spain, in the 
Far 1721, his Catholick Majeſty engages in 


e {ſtrongeſt Manner, to repay to the South» 


Company the Value of theſe Confiſca- 


ns, and in conſequence of this Stipulati- 
„many Orders, and reiterated Orders 


Fre iſſued to ſeveral Chambers of his 


eaſury, commanding, in the moſt expreſs 
rms, the Payment of theſe Sums rhus 


CCI 


But however, by ſome Juggle betwixy 


614) 


certified by his own Officers, to be due onfGcceſ; 
this Account. | rs we 
d no 
him and his Treaſury, all that was ever re This 
ccived, amounted to but a Trifle, tho' maile fro 
ny of the Orders enjoined the PaymentM the / 
under Pain of his ſevere} Diſpleaſure. new 

In the Year 1727 Spain laid Siege to Gifffce be 
braltar, and did again ſeize every thing rs, t 
belonging to the South- Sea Company, tha his C 
ſhe could lay hold of: And did again, ii re ha 
the ſame Year, promiſe in the Treaty then the 
made, to reſtore not only theſe new Seiff Con 
zures, but alſo thoſe of the Year 1718. Wfof ! 

This new Seizure, as ſtated by the Spaſht is, 
niards themſelves, in the ſame Manner wW&houſ 
have deſcribed above, appears, by wha Cat 
Accounts have been already procured fronſeq, « 
their Tribunals, to amount to about half Wmake 
Million of Dollars, or above 1 12,000). Stein iſf 
ling; but many Offices refuſe to give anſich h 
Information of what Confiſcations haviſhs un! 
paſſed through their Hands; ſo that it Mund i 
generally believed, the whole of this ſeconhfiſca 
Seizure cannot be leſs than the firſt. Press 1 

In Conſequence of the Treaty of 172hat C 
in which we have ſaid Spain promiſed ir Diff 
repay the W hole of the two Seizures, O »wns, 
ders were again iſſued by his Catholic ed e 
Majeſty to his Treaſuries for the Disburſſects ; 
ment of the Company, but with as littWu; + 


Sud 


| (15) 

cceſs as before; thoſe to whom the Or- 
s were directed, always pretending they 
d no Money. | 

FT his is the preſent State of the Debt 
e from Spain to the South- Sea Company 
the Account of theſe Confiſcations (for 
new Engagements relating to themhave 


Giflfice been enter'd into) and by this it ap- 
1ng&rs, chat according to Accounts teſtified 
hal his Catholick Majeſty's proper Officers, 


re has been converted to his own Ule, 
m the Amount of the Sales of the South- 
Sci Company's Effects, above a Million and 


. Me of Dollars (more accurately 1, 2 1, ooo) 
92ſt is, above three hundred and for- 
' Wi houſand Pounds Sterling; all which his 
v ha | Catholick Majeſty has ſolemnly pro- 
roued, on the Word and Faith of a King, 
alt make good to the Company, and has 
teien iſſued his Royal Orders accordingly, 
 AnWich however to this Day have been al- 
haviſys unluckily cluded. EE 
it nd it muſt be remember'd, that theſe 


fiſcations were made contrary to the 
@rcls Tenour of the Aſtento Contract; for 
hat Contract it is ſtipulated, that what- 

Differences may ariſe between the two 


Oſheens, the Company ſhall be always al- 
plied eighteen Months to remove their 
— ects in. | 

it 


zut there are other Demands on the 
King 


yet ſuch as cannot with any Face of Ji 


they have incurred by the frequent Refuy 


if any ſuch ariſe; otherwiſe he is to furnl 


| ( 16 ) 1 
tho' not io formally avowed by him, a 


tice be denied them, ſuch as the Expenc 


of their annual Ship, for by this mea 
they have been obliged to pay conſiderfff 
ble Sums for rhe Salaries of their Offic 
and Servants whom they had no Uſe foil 

Of this kind too is their Claim on t 
King of Spain, for one fourth Part of thMcrc 
Loſſes ſuſtained in Trade, from the Begi 
ning of the Company to this Day. 

For it muſt be remeniber'd, that his ( 
tholick Majeſty is, by the Aſfento Contra 
one fourth Part Sharer in all the Tr 
carried on by the Company, and is to 
allowed one fourth Part of their Prof 


his fourth Part of their Loſſes. 

Now the Trade of this Company, 
reaſon of the Interruptions on the 8 
of Spain, has been a very diſadvantage 
one to the Company, the two laſt Sh 
being the only ones on which any Pri 
has been made. El 

This being the State of Affairs betw# To 


* 


f 6 
Shortly after the Arrival in Exgland of 
Caroline, the South- Sea Company's laſt 
Inual Ship, Sir Thomas Geraldino, the 
aniſh Miniſter here, claimed from that 
Sompany his Maſter's Share of the Profits 
that Voyage; for it muſt be remem- 
#r'd, that, by the Aſſiento Contract, the 
YMicWing of Spain is intereſted one fourth Part 
ſe fol the Trade carried on in Conſequence of 
on at Contract. He alſo demanded, that 
f there ſhould be advanced to the King of 
ain his Maſter, an Allowance of two 
Cent. on all the Duties that the Com- 
Iny had ever paid for Goods enter'd in 
e Spaniſh Ports ſince their firſt Erection, 
Pretence, that theſe Duties had hi- 
erto been always paid in light Dollars, 
Whereas he aſſured them they ought to 
ve been paid in heavy Dollars; and there- 
re the Difference of theſe Species of 
loney being about two per Cent. he in- 
ed that the Whole of this ſuppoſed De- 
iency, computed on all the Company 
d ever paid from the firſt Beginning 
their Trade, ſhould be immediately 
Fanted him. 

erw To the firſt of theſe Articles, it was 
@(wei'd, That tho' a {mall Sum had been 


w Ot | 
| toMice allowed ro his Maſter on a like Pre- 
8, oihnce, yet as it was known to have been 


Mought about by a particular Intereſt, and 
Sho C with 


(18) 


with Views in no wiſe to be juſtifie ſeeding 
he muſt not expect them to be influenced the | 
a Precedent ſo univerſally condemned; fi ident 
as by the Whole of their Trade, from th the! 
firſt Beginning of the Company, they hae Co 
been very great Loſers; and as by thi this 
Treaty on which he founded this RighWquicl 
the King of Spain was to bear his Part off Tim 
their Loſſes as well as to ſhare in theifff It w. 
Gains, it was highly unreaſonable for hinfons al 
to claim his Part of one profitable Article He mo 
till he had firſt paid his Proportion Main « 
their preceding Loſſes, j which would Mee pr 
mount to a Sum much exceeding his preſemi thi 
Demand; and the Exorbitancy of this Pre hebt 
tenſion appeared ſtill more glaring, wheiether 
they conſidered that the Loſſes they hails her 
undergone, were the Effects of the Violence her 
and Injuſtice of the Spaniſh Court. er av 
To the ſecond Article it was obſerved to 
That as the Value of the Dollars they hadWrisfic 
aid their Duties in, were very well knowifWrant 
to thoſe who had Orders to receive them 
(they being one Species of the commoiſſion 
Money of Spain) and as the Perſons, to onſt 
whom the Company paid theſe Duties, hadi No 
never once queſtioned the Juſtneſs of their ealc 
Payments for twenty Years together, buſhy V 
had always given them regular Diſcharges Here 
the inſiſting ona Retroſpect, after ſo long hand 


a Term, was a very unwarrantable Pro-Whe 4 


ceeding 


( 19) 

ficſeding, ſince if the Payments were not 
db the full Value (a Point far from being 
fi ident) the Deficiency ought to be imputed 
1 thi the Negligence of their own People; for 


' haltic Company having acted without Fraud 
th this Affair, thought themſelves, by the 
ghK{quieſcing of the Officers, and the Length 
t f Time, free from all Claims of this Nature. 
hei It was alſo added, that were theſe Preten- 
hinfWons altogether reaſonable, and founded on 


icleſe moſt indiſputable Contracts, yer all that 


ain could with any Appearance of Juſ- 
d aWce pretend to, would be the annihilating 
(enMy this Means ſuch a Part ot her avowed 
Pre. 


hebt to the Company, as theſe Sums to- 
ether amounted to. But that requiring, 
her Miniſter did, that theſe Demands 
f her's ſhould be immediately paid, while 
er avowed Debt to the Company, amount- 


her 
had 
ence 


vedtig to ſo much a larger Sum remained un- 
hadW:isfied, was a Proceeding ſo arbitrary and 
»wilfyrannical, that the Directors could not 
hen 


bmit to, without the ſtrongeſt Imputa- 
lon of abandoning the Rights of their 
onſtituents. | 

had Notwithſtanding the Cogency of theſe 
heirFKeaſons, the Company at laſt, influenced 
bully Motives, whoſe Validity we will nor 
ges ere diſcuſs, did agree to allow thele De- 
ongÞpands, and to pay to the King of Spain 
ro · Nhe Amount of them, upon Condition, that 
ing! C 2 he 


nol 
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us an equitable Demand, but ſhould alſo 
he immediately paid by the Company with- 


zut any Condition; declaring at the ſame 


ime, that if this Demand was not com- 
plied with, his Maſter would ſuſpend their 
rade to his Dominions, and deprive 
hem of all the Rights they were poſleſs'd 
pf by virtue of the moſt folema Trea- 
ies, and Acts of Parliament paſs'd in 
onſequence of them, and the King himſelf 
doing them the Honour of becoming their 
overnour. 

It was at laſt perceiv'd, that all Conde- 
cenſion only increaſed the Haughtineis of 
his Miniſter, and encouraged him in fra- 
ningClaims {till more exorbitant; and there- 
fore, tho* ſome of the Gentlemen in the 
Direction were even now for ſubmitting, 
Wnflucnc'd by Morives not difficult to guets 
Wt; yet it was reſolved by a Majority not 
o comply with a Demand ſo avowedly un- 
eaſonable. 

This is the Truth, and the whole Truth 


nWrelating to the Sum of 68, oool. ſaid by 


rhe Proteſt now before us to be confeſs'd 
y the Company to be owing to the King 
of Spain. | 
But that Mr. Keen, our Miniſter, com- 


miſſion'd ro procure us Redreſs for our. 
Grievances, ſhould agree with reciprocal At- 


cord in this palpable Untruth, is fo ſtrange, 
thar 
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that were it not for his own Letter to the 
Company, in which he confeſſes himſelf to 
have been privy to this whole Tranſaction, 
one would have ſuſpected the Whole to have 
been an Impoſture. And from hence we 
may judge how little Probability there iz 
that our paſt Injuries ſnould be redreſs'd, 
or our future Injuries prevented by any thing 
contain'd in the preſent Convention, ſince 
the King of Spain is ſo little diſpoſed to 
depart from that Inclination to moleſt us, 
which has been fo couſpicuous in his Con- 
duct for many Years paſt, that he on the 
contrary even refuſes to treat with us, but 
on condition ot being indulg'd in an Ac 
of Injuitice, the moſt fingular and undil- 
guis'd that ever was inſiſted on in a Ne- 
gotiation between two States, pretending to 
treat with each other ona Foot of Equality. 

Let us take a ſhort Review of this Sub- 


jet: The King of Spain confeſſes himſelf 
indebted to the South-Sea Company, in a 


Sum above zoo, ooo 7. and gives them Or- 
ders on his Treaſury for Payment; but 
the Treaſury being found to be out of Caſh, 
they are put off to a longer Term: He in 
the mean-time creates an imaginary Claim 
on the Company of 68,5001. not content- 
ed with having this fictitious Demand + for 
ſuch we have ſeen it to be) allowed in Part 
of Payment, he inſiſts upon having it im- 

mediately 
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1c mediately diſcharged, leaving his own Debt 
to Ro the Company entire. | 

n, And our Miniſter, who is at the ſame 
ve Mime treating with Spain for Satisfaction 


for our paſt Injuries, and Security from her 
future Violence, does agree with reciprocal 
Hecord with the Spaniſh Miniſter, that 
ag the better to facilitate this deſirable Pur- 
ice ole, a Declaration ſhall be made on the 
to {art of his Catholick Majeſty, by which 
us, Ne reſerves to himſelf the Right to ſuſ- 
on- end the Aſſiento Trade, tho? granted to 
the be Company by the moſt ſolemn Trea- 
but ies, it the Company ſhall refuſe to com- 
Act iy with this unparallel'd Demand of 
diſ- , ooo. Don Sebeſtian de la Quadra al- 
Je- declares at the fame time, that ander 
> to e Validity and Force of this Proteſt, the 
ity. Ning of the Convention may be proceeded + 
ub - , and no otherwiſe : And ſince this Pro- 
elf elt has not been departed from, and we 
in a Fave ſince accepted of his Catholick Ma- 
Or- ſty's Signature, it is obvious, that we have 
but this means allowed this almoſt incre- 
aſh, ble Proceeding, and have eftabliſh'd it as 
e in Preliminary to a Convention, which we 
laim re been told. was fo compleatly adapted 
ent · Pthe Security of all our juſt Rights, that 
for was not poſſible to change any ſingle 
Part Wipulation contain'd in it, to a Form more 
im · Prourable to our Intereſts. 
ately | If 


Ve 
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If any Circumſtance could add to th 
Indignation that muſt ariſe in every im 
partial Breaſt at this Behaviour of th 
Spaniſh Court, it would be the Reaſon 
urged by their M:nilter here in Defence o 
it; for they are ſuch as were never intend: 
ed to convince thoie they are directed to 
bur of that kind that lawleſs Power fome 
times deigns to aſſigu tor its Operations, t 
thoſe unhappy Wreiches who are neceſſ 
tated by the Influence of ſuperior Force 
to acquieſce in them as concluſive. 

His principal Reaſon, if I am right) 
inform'd, is, that his Maſter, in his ran 
actions with the Company, is to be conſ 
der'd in a double Capacity, both as a 8 
vercign, and as a Merchant intereſted | 
their Trade; that the Debt to the Con 
pany is due from him as a Sovereig 
ſince it ariſes from his former Seizure 
in that Capacity; and therefore this De 
being a publick Affair relating to hi 
as a King, it muſt be referred to the 
ture Negotiation, and is to be regulate 
by the Plenipotentiaries, whereas his Dt 
mand of 68, ooo J. he makes as a priva 
Merchant in Partnerſhip with them, an 
conſequently that ought tobe ſatisfied with 
out Delay. Indeed, when his Catholic 
Majeſty ſhall think proper to comply vi 
the Terms of his Partnerſhip, and ſ. 
| mai 
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ike good to the Company his Propor- 
jon of their former Loſſes, I believe the 
2ayment of the preſent. Sum will be no 
onger diſputed with him, 

Having diſpateh'd this remarkable Pro- 
eſt of his Catholick Majeſty, we ſhall 
ow enter on: the Convention itſelf; and 
hat no Suſpicion of Miſrepreſenting may 
ake place, I ſhall inſert it literally from 
he Copy printed by Authority. 


onvention betaveen: the Crowns of Great- 
Britain. and Spain concluded at the 
Pardo, on the 14th of January, 1739, 
N.S. 5 


Hereas Differences have ariſen, of 

late Years, between the two Crowns 
of Great- Britain and Spain, on account 
of the Viſiting, Searching, and Taking 
of Veſſels, the ſeizing of Effects, the 
Regulating of Limits, and other Grie- 
vances alledg'd on each Side, as well in 
the Weſt- Indies, as elſewhere; which 
Differenoes are ſd ſerious, and of ſuch a 
Nature, that if Care be not taken to put 
an entire Stop to them for the preſent, 
and to prevent them for the future, they 
might occaſion an open Rupture be- 
tween the {aid Crowns: For this Reaſon 
His Majeſty — of Great- Britain, 


and 


TS 


„and His Majeſty the King of $pai, ſſtice | 
“ having nothing ſo much at heart, »ſpccou 
6 to preſerve and corroborate the goodpply 


vithe 
'Jarir 
lite 
gage 
had i 


« Correſpondence which has ſo happily ſub. 
& ſifted, have thought proper to grant their 
ce full Powers, viz. his Britannick Majeſty 
« to Benjamin Keen, Eſq; his Miniſter Ple. 
6% nipotentiary to his Catholick Majeſty, 
c“ and his Catholick Majeſty to Don Se: 
« baſtian de la Quadra, Knight of the 
« Order of St. James, Counſellor of State, 
&« and firſt Secretary of State, and of the 
« Diſpatches; who, after previouſly pro- 
c ducing their full Powers, having con. 
ce ferr'd together, have agreed upon the 
« following Articles.” 


K -A &© 


T ſhall obſerve upon this Preamble, that 
when upon the Behaviour of the Span. 
arts to us for ſo many Years, in ſpite of 
all our Remonſtrances, we were at laſt re 
ſolved to purſue vigorous Meaſures, and 
fitted out our Fleets with this ſuppoſed 
Vicw; the only honourable Means of en- 
tring into a Negotiation with them ws 
that they themſelves ſhould requeſt it, and 
ſhould at the ſame time diſtinctly promiſe 
us that Satisfaction, which their arbitrar) 
Proceedings had given us a Right to inſil 
on: For as we had made a Shew of Wan, 
and had ſcemipgly determined, ſince Ju-. 

| Tick 
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ain Mice had been ſo often refuſed us, to have 
, ccourſc to Arms, we could not afterwards 
roofÞpply to that Court in the way of Treaty, 
ſub. without owning our Cowardiſe, and de- 
her elaring in effect, that notwithſtanding our 
eſtyſyilitary Preparations, we dared not to en- 


ple. Hage in thoſe active Meaſures, to which we 
ſt, ad ſo confidently pretended. 

He | 
* ARTICLE I. 


the * the ancient Friendſhip, ſo 
8 deſirable and ſo neceſſary for the 
con. reciprocal Intereſt of both Nations, and 
thel particularly with regard to their Com- 
* merce, cannot be eſtabliſn'd upon a laſt- 
ing Foundation, unleſs Care be taken, 
tha not only to adjuſt and regulate the Pre- 
an. N tenſions for reciprocal Reparation of 
e o the Damages already ſuſtainꝰd, but above 
t re. all to find out Means to prevent the 
an“ like Cauſes of Complaint for the fu— 
ole ture, and to remove abſolutely, and 
* enM* forever, every thing which might give 
wal Occaſion thereto: It is agreed to labour 
and immediately, with all imaginable Ap- 
miſ}* plication and Diligence, to attain ſo de- 
ran firable an End; and for that Purpoſe 
nil there ſhall be named on the Part of 
Var their Britannick and Catholick Majeſties 
F* reſpectively, immediately after the fign- 
tic 92 ce ing 


(25) 
ce ing of the preſent Convention, two Mi far, 
ce niſters Plenipotentiaries, who ſhall meet ho v 
« at Madrid within the Space of {ix WeekyWhe me 
e to be reckon'd from the Day of theſſuccel: 
Exchange of the Ratifications, there u For 
c“ conter, and finally regulate the re. Nonſpi 
ce ſpective Pretenſions of the two Crowns pini. 
« as well with relation to the Trade ande ſh 


% Navigation in America and Europe, aniſonſul 
© tothe Limits of Florida and of Carolina Wlaves 
cc 


as concerning other Points, which remainſſÞit to 
© likewiſe to be adjuſted ; the whole ac-ſWonabl 
© cording to the Treaties of the Years 166 the 
& 1670, 1713, 1717, 1721, 1726, In t. 
& 1729, including That of the A4/ientiWrbich 
of Negroes, and the Convention of 1716;Winels: 
& and it is allo agreed, that the Pleni- 
% potentiaries, ſo named, ſhall begin their 
« Conferences ſix Weeks after the Ex: 
& change of the Ratifications, and ſhal 
© finiſh them within the Space of cight 
&« Months.” 

To the Conſideration of this Article! 
muſt premiſe, that there are ſome Claim 
ſo obviouſly groundleſs, and ſo evident) 
tyrannica!, that as they can only procee! 
from an uncommon Degree of Arroganc: 
in the State that forms them, and a Con 
fdence in their own ſuperior Power, and 
rhe defenceleſs Condition of thoſe they treatem, 
with, ſo they can never be received * hat t 
0 


nA & 
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far, as to be deliberated on by any Nation, 
ho would not ſubmit without Blows, to 
he moſt dreadful Situation that the moſt un- 
cceſsful War canever reduce them to. | 
For when ſuch a Demand is made, that is 
onſpicuouſly contrary to all our common 
Opinions of Equity, the Debating whether 
ve ſhall or ſhall not ſubmit to it, is really 


ani{Monſulting whether we ſhall or ſhall not be 
ina flaves; ſince the being neceſſitated to ſub- 
main hit to the Will of another, however unrea- 
ac · Mnable, is of all the Circumſtances of Slave- 
56% che molt terrible. 

and In the foremoſt Rank of thele Pretenſions, 
fen rhich have no Foundation but in the Haugh- 
1j ineſs and Injuſtice of thoſe who make them, 
leni · ¶ that claim of the Spaniards to viſit our 


hips in the Seas of America; and of a like 
ind is the Demand made by Spain to have 
eorgia ſurrender'd to her, after it has been 
ear an hundred Years our unqueſtion'd Pro- 
erty. 

Now the entering into any Negotiati- 
n with them, till they had expreſly and 
ormally diſavowed theſe Infolencies, is a 
roceeding that carries with it the keeneſt 
Reflections on our Prudence and our Cou- 
age. 

But to have formed an Agreement with 
hem, ſigned on both Sides, while it appears 
hat they inſiſt that Georgia be left _— 
cls, 


EF 


leſs, and at the ſame time refuſe to diſown thi teatit 
illegal Practice of Searching, is a Piece ofiicu 
Conduct of ſo extraordinary a kind, that i It i 
Reader mult {urniſh me with Words to cha. Mlank 
racteriſe it. ir fol 

That the SHaniſh Court did refuſe, at tent P. 
Signing of the Convention, to diſown the of 
Practice of Searching cannot be doubted of M1 TI 
ſince no one can believe but that our Miniſte Haim 
at Madrid would have been very well pleaſe Hen 
to have got an authentick Renunciation Me our 


it inſerted in the preſent Treaty; which y ation 


he was not able to procure, ſince nothing ofWreati 
that kind occurs in any part of it. nfjor 
But ſuppoſing our Exemption fronerwe! 


Searching, and our Right to Georgia, to havior 
been Points of leſs Importance, and ſuch een 
we could with Honour permit to be the SubMWrmec 
ject of Negotiation, yet the referring theqqquſtly 
to the future Diſcuſſion of Plenipotentaric It is 
be to examined by the Tenour of the palecour 
Treaties, can never be defended in Point nd in 
Policy. \rtich 


For our Right to Georgia, founded iWtion 
near an hundred Years uninterrupted PolW;(tir 
ſeſſion, is better than what we could deri But 
from a thouſand Treaties, and our Right nterp 
to an unmoleſted Navigation, free from alWreten 
Search and Viſit ing, is of ſuch a Nature, thiKutho 
by permitting it to be examined by pa The 

Treatiepall « 
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1 thiſF;eaties, we render the proof of it more 
ce offi hcult. 

ml It is one of thoſe common Rights of 
cha-. Nlankind, which Particulars may indeed for- 
it for their Crimes, but of which no inno- 
ent Perſon can be ever juſtly deprived, the 
ſe of the Seas, for the Purpoſe of our law- 
Traffick, being as indiſputable as our 
laim to Air, Light or Freedom. 

Hence then the referring all the Security 
our future Navigation to adiſtant Nego- 
ation, which 1s to be regulated by paſt 
reaties, is extremely prejudicial to our Pre- 
enſions, ſince the principal Point in Diſpute 
etween us, is what we ſhould have had a 
tight to, had no Treaty ever ſubſiſted be- 
veen us, and what an hundred Treaties, tho? 
ormed wich that expreſs View, could never 
uſtly deprive us of. 
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ariel It is true that many of the Treaties here 
e palW-counted do expreſly confirm our Claim, 
int ol 


nd in none of them can there be found any 
\rticle that gives the leaſt reaſonable Foun- 
ation to the new and tyrannick Practice of 
iſiting. | | 
But it is alſo true that Spain, by wreſted 
nterpretations and ſophiſtical Diſtinctions, 
retends to find out in theſe Treaties ſome 
» thaſuthority for this Proceeding. 
paß Therefore, ſince our Claims are antecedent 
ati all Compacts, and diſintangled from that 
Obſcurity, 


ed 
Pol 
erive 
STi 
m all 


„ Poſts; and for this Purpoſe, his Britannii 


1 


Obſcurity, which frequently attends expreſhat a 
Stipulations; the permitting them to been ha 
amined as Compacts only is ſurely doing Money 
Injury to our Cauſe, and in great Meiaſugſpon tl 
rendering doubt ful theſe our certain and mo its 


indubitable Pretenſions. rotl 


ha nia. 
dvan 
aſon 

om 


ſity 


ARTICLE II. 


« FFHE Regulation of the Limits d 
% 1 Floriilu and of Carolina, which, ac 
ce cording to what has been lately agree Co 
ce was to be decided by Commiſſaries n, 
& each Side, ſhall likewiſe be committed atior 
ce the {aid Plemipotentiaries, to procure men. 
& more ſolid and effectual Agreement, g 
&« and during the Time that the DiſcuſſionPurag 


ok that Affair ſhall laſt, Things ſhall reW"y, * 


« wain in the aforcſaid Territories of Hy is 
& rida and of Carolina in the Situation theyWrants 
& are in at preſent, without increaſing ties o 
e Fortification there, or taking any neyſovin 
ted | 
er R 
neric 
ty, 1 
und 
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Ms 1 
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0 th 


& Majeſty and his Catholick Majeſty ſhall 
& cauſe the neceſſary Orders to be diſpatch 
% ed immediately after the Signing of thi 
Convention.“ 

The better to underſtand how very pre: 
judicial this Article is to our Intereſts, and 
how extraordinary a Conceſſion it contain 
on our Side, it is neceſſary to take notice 


tha 
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preÞþat a large Tract of Land in South-Caro- 
ce has been purchaſed with the publick 
g Honey, during the preſent Adminiſtration, 
Au hon their declaring it to be a Frontier, that 
its Situation would very much protect 
r other Colonies againſt the Inſults of the 
paniards, and that would give us great 
dvantages in a War with that Nation, by 
aſon that all the Treaſure tranſported 
om New Spain to Europe, muſt of ne- 
fity paſs almoſt within Sightof its Coaſt : 
Conſequence of theſe their juſt Allega- 
ons, it has been lately planted by this 
ation, at a very great Expence; the Par- 


ure ment having annually, for many Years 
1entWit, given a conſiderable Sum for the In- 
1foÞuragement and Support of this new Co- 
Uebe, which in Honour to his preſent Ma- 
ty is denominated Georgia. The Inha- 
 theſWtants are many of them Proteſtants Na- 
g thifiſfics of Saltsbourg, and other Catholick 
neufovinces of Germany, where, being perſe- 


Wtcd by their Governours on account of 
eir Religion, they preferred the Woods of 
merica, with the civil and religious Li- 
ty, they thought themſelves there ſecure 
under our Government, to all the En- 
arments of their native Country. But it 
ms they are in danger of being once 
dre driven to ſeek new Habitations; for 
o' that Tract of Land at preſent call'd 

E. Georgia 
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Georgia, was always conceived to belong 
to Carolina, and in the Planting of thi 
Colony no Suſpicion was once entertain 
of its not being our undoubted Property 
being granted ſo long ago as King Chari 
the ſecond's Time, to particular Propric 
tors from whole Deſcendants it was late 
purchaſed by the Publick; yet no ſoone 
was it planted and improved, but thei 
Spaniſh Neighbours of Florida longed fo 
the Morſe]; and the Memorial was ac 
cordingiy deliver'd to our Court, demand 
ing the Surrender of it, as of Right be 
longing to the Spaniſh Territories. Noy 
thoꝰ their Right to this Country is no bett; 
grounded, than their Right of Viſiting ou 
Ships, yet as, either from their natun 
Haughtineſs, or their Opinion of our 80 
pinenels, they have importunately purſuę 7-1, 
this moſt exorbitant Claim, it has bee Tim 
thought proper by the Article now un 
der Examination, ſo far to condeſcend t 
them, as to put a Stop to all future In 
provemeats in that Province, and to ex 
pole the poor Inhabitants, who have tran 
—— themſelves thither, under the public 

rotection of this Nation, to the Mercy « 
theſe their unrelenting Enemies, and to 
volve Carolina, which as yet the Spanian 
have laid no Claim to, in the ſame Da 
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For it muſt be remembered, that tho! it 
; ſtipulated, that neither Side ſhall increaſe 
heir Fortifications, or take any new Polls; 
et the whole of this Agreement affects us 
nly. We demand not Florida of the 
Maniards, nor have we any Thoughts of 
nvading it, conſequently whether they ne- 
lect their Fortifications or increaſe them, 


is to us quite indifferent; and if we 


ad any Views on that Territory, they 
ave been long Maſters of the Country, 
nd have probably fortified and poſſeſſed 
ll thoſe Places in it, that are any ways 
eceſſary for their Security or their Sup- 
ort. Whereas it is of the utmoſt Impor- 
ance to us, that our People, who are bur 
ewly arrived in thoſe Parts, ſhould be at li- 
erty to increaſe their Defences, and take all 
oſſible Meaſures for their future Saſety, at 
Time when the King of Spain intilts that 
zorgia be delivered up to him, and when 
nany Armaments have been fitted out, at 
zt. Auguſtin, with Views of ſeizing it: For 
nvaſions from that Quarter have been often 
hreaten'd, and if the Intelligence from 
hence can be credited, theſe Threats have 
deen even on the Point of Execution, at 
eaſt it has been ſo far believed in Caro- 
na, that the People have very lately been 


nder Arms, hourly expecting the Spaniſh 


leet to appear in Sight. Now, prohibi- 
| 2 ting 
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(36) 
ting our Colony, who being ſcarcely ſettle 
in their new Habitarions, muſt of courſebe 
very much expoſed from their Want of For 
tifications, their Ignorance of the Country 
and that Scarcity of Conveniences which 
ever muſt attend the firſt Planters of 2 
uncultivated Territory; prohibiting, I a 
the Inhabitants under theſe Circumſtance 
to raiſe Fortifications, or to eſtabliſh ſuc 
Poſts as upon Examination appear ti 
them beſt fitted to defend the Avenues 0 
their Country, is ſuch a Deſertion of thek 
poor People, as one would hardly have en 
pected, at the End of a ten Years unſuc 
ceſsful War; but this, it ſeems, is the $t 
pulation contained in the ſecond Article| 
a Convention, in which it was ſaid, tha 
not a Sentence would be met with, again 
which the moſt hardy Malecontent coul 
even frame the Shadow of an Exception. 
But there is another Conceſſion, not lel 
important, which we have juſt hinted at 
above, and that is, that tho' Georgia on 
has been as yet demanded of us, by out 
modeſt Neighbours, the whole Provinceo 
Carolina is tied up from increaſing its For 
tifications : Now it happens, that the For 
tifications of Charles-Town (the Capital o 
that Province, and which it was ſuppoſe! 
the Spaniards intended to attack laſt Sum 
mer) are very defective, and thoſe few tha 
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te on Foot, are in a ruinous Condition, 
) that it has been lately reſolved, on Ac- 
aunt of their frequent Alarms from the 
paniards, to increaſe them; as they ſeem 
\erſuaded, that whenever the Invaſion from 
t. Auguſtin takes place, that Town will be 
rt attack'd: And I have been told, that 
ut juſt before the ſigning of this Conven- 
jon, a conſiderable Quantity of Artillery 
nd Stores were embarked for that Town, 
nconſequence of that Reſolution. Now, 
onfidering how little Regard Spain has 
aid to Treaties, for ſome Years paſt, it is 
o extravagant Surmiſe, that ſhe may have 
nſiſted on this Article, to render her future 
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cle ofttempts on Charles-Town infallible. 
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ould | | 

on. 2 having duly conſidered the 
( 


Demands and Pretenſions of the 
two Crowns, and of their reſpective Sub- 
jects, for Reparation of the Damages 
ſuſtained on each Side, and all Circum- 
ſtances which relate to this important Af- 
fair; it is agreed, that his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty ſhall cauſe to be paid to his Britan- 
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* thouſand Pounds Sterling for a Ballance, 
* which has been admitted as due to the 
* Crownand the Subjects of Great-Britain, 

| ones 6 after 


nick Majeſty the Sum of Ninety-five 
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and Differences which ſubſiſt, or are to 


with the Subjects of the other, or be- 
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after Deduction made of the Demands d 


the Crown and Subjects of Spain; to th h 
End that the abovementioned Sum, to * 
gether with the Amount of what has bee bo 
acknowledged on the Part of Great-Brilff, L 2 
tain to be due to Spain on her Demand,, 8 1 
may be employed by his Britannick Me * 
jeſty for the Satisfaction, Dilcharge, and, eh 
Payment of the Demands of his Subject ; 
upon the Crown of Spain; it being un. Io is 


derſtood nevertheleſs, that it ſhall no 
be pretended, that this reciprocal Dil: 
charge extends, or relates to the Account; 
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be ſettled between the Crown of Spai 
and the Company of the Aſſiento of Ne. 
groes, nor to any particular or private 
Contracts that may ſubſiſt between eithe 
of the two Crowns or their Miniſten 


tween the Subjects and Subjects of each 
Nation reſpectively; with Exception 
however of all Pretenſions of this Clal 
mentioned in the Plan preſented at Sevll 
by the Commiſſaries of Gryeat-Britain, 
and included in the Account lately made 
out at London, of Damages ſuſtained by 
the Subjects of the ſaid Crown, and 
eſpecially the three Particulars inſerte 
in the ſaid Plan, and making but one 
Article ia the Account, amounting to 


6 one 
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Able to conjecture from whence it ſhould 
ile. | : i %%% ked „ 
Nor are we to, be informed what were 
e Inducements that prevailed with us to 
bate 68,277 J, from the Ballance due to us 
ter the whole Claims of Spain were al- 
wed. 


85 «@>* 
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im a ſecond time, FO 
It is jndeed ſaid; and with ſome Confi- 
nce, that this Sum of 68,277 l. is allowed 
r deſtroying their Fleet near Sicily in the 
ear 1718 za Tranſactionʒ it was conceived, 


n fo 
that 


tert ie had long finiſh'd on our Side. For, 
ed al to enter into a Defence of our Behaviour 
xeingit the Year 1718, tho' it was certainly a- 
able F greeable 


( 42) 
greeable to the Treaties then ſubſiſting, VN Public 
ſhall only obſerve, that it was ſtipulated b 
the Treaty of Madrid in the Year 17: heref 
that whatever Part of their Fleet was iu 
our Poſſeſſion, ſhould be reſtor'd to S Th 
in the Condition the Ships were then in; o52"* 
if any of them were ſold, the Money en 
had received for them was to be allowedÞ"* w 
And this was offer'd to be complicd vit P*© 
on our Side, “ ſo that it was one of tur 1 
Articles of Inſtruction to our Commiſlariey'®')_* 
appointed to treat with thofe of Spain, ti onſi⸗ 
inſiſt that the Treaty of 1721 was full pectat 
compleated ; whence if it ſhall appear thiÞ"P® 
the Sum of 68,0001. be now allowed f ou 
Spain on this Conſideration, it will then YU 
be evident that ill Uſage has obliged us toal miſhe 
ter our Opinion; ſo that what the Spaniard relent 
had no Pretence to 7 or 8 Years ago, the had ! 
are now, by the Terrour their Barbariti uch 
have ſince ſpread amongſt us, to be allow en 
a Sum for three times greater than tt all fu 
Whole of what was granted them by “ 
Treaty of 1721 would amount to. Cour 
But it was doubtleſs imagined, that th of h 
King of Spain agreeing to pay 95,000 uch 
for the Benefit of our injured Merchant Puni 
would - palliate all theſe Conceſſions, a Crey 
would fo ſtrongly dazzle the Eyes of t viliz 
Publicii bad 


* Vide fifth Article of Iaſtruction to our Commiſſal 
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yblick, that the Blemiſhes of this Con- 
ention would not be pry'd into: We will 
herefore more particularly examine this 
wourite Stipulation. - 
The principal View, propoſed by the 
igorous Reſolutions of both Houſes of Par- 
lament, ſeconded by the united Voice of 
he whole Nation, was not merely procuring 
; pecuniary Satisfaction for the Loſſes of 
ur injured Merchants: No, that tho' a 
ery deſirable Circumſtance can only be 
onſider'd in a ſecondary Light, our Ex- 
dectations were fix'd on Points of a more 
important Nature; ſuch was the retrieving 
of our national Honour, and wiping off, 
y our Reſolùtion and Courage, thoſe Ble- 
miſhes that the unrevenged and almoſt un- 
relented Robberies and Arrogancies of Spain, 
had long fix'd on our publick Meaſures; 
ſuch too was the procuring from that Na- 
tion an explicit and formal Diſavowal of 
all future Pretences to ſcarch, viſit, or in 
any wiſe moleſt the Britiſh Ships in the 
Courſe of their Voyage, from any one part 
of his Majeſty's Dominions to another; 
ſuch alſo was the bringing to exemplary 
Puniſhment, . thoſe Spaniſh Captains and 


viliz'd Nations, even in the midſt of War, 


had exerciſed upon their poor Captives 
2 thoſe 


Crews, who contrary to the Ulage of ci- 
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thoſe ſhocking Barbarities that. ſo often oc 
cur in the Narrations of our Loſſes. 

Theſe, and ſuch as thele, were the ge 
neral Views laſt Spring; if they are evaded 
or if the ſuccceding in them is, by the pre- 
ſent Convention, render'd more doubtful and 
difficult than before, no pecuniary Atone- 
ment can avail us, or even deceive us, ſineq; 
it requires no Art to diſcover, that if w 
become a Laughing-ſtock among (it the Na. 
tions, ſubmit to be treated like a conquer 
People, and ſacrifice all the. Security o 
our future Commerce, no Ferms procur'd 
at this Expence can deſerve a Moment's At 
tention. | fro 

We have in this Reaſoning, hitherto ſup- Nara 
poſed, that the King of Spain will punt: For 
ally pay this Sum of y, ooo . for the Be. g of 
nefit of the injured. Merchants, but how! 
mult be a great Stranger to the Proceedingyſſſerli! 
of a Spaniſh Treaſury, that conſiders thisÞres, 
even as a probable Event. The Means offGhant: 
cluding this Payment, is pretty. obvioullyWicd 
contained in his Catholick Majeſty's Pro-ſſtore: 
reſt, and in the next Article of this: Con-W And 
vention. The Reader muſt have obſerved, ſhithf 
that there is an affected Obſourity in the e. 
Proteſt, which makes it ſomething diff - Nact, 
cult to determine, if upon the Refuſal ofhila 
the South- Sea Company to pay the Sum de · ¶ Ind 
manded of them, the whole Convention ſhall pain, 

not 


(! 45. )) 


IC be void; Now it will ſcarcely be: des: 
ied me, but that Spain will wreſt an.Ob>: 
urity of its own forming to its own Pure. 
oſe; either then the South- Sea Company: 
ill advance. 8, oo of the. 97000 J. or 


e Promiſe of Payment on the Part 


8 Spain Will | be by their Refuſal invali- 
ated. 


By. this. Means then, there remains but 


-$7,000/. to be furniſned by his Catholick 


ajeſty, which if he pleaſes to pay, he may 
terwards with Truth declare, that he has 


at granted us inthis Convention a ſingle Dol- 
for the Loſſes our Mere hants have ſuffer- 
from the unjuſt Captures made by his 


1arda C oft as. 

For one Article of tour Demands conſiſt- 
g of the Sum of 1195712 Dollars, mak; 
g within a Trifle this very Sum of 27,000F/. 
erling, does not ariſe from any: hoſtile Sei- 
res, but in: a Sum dueto ſome of our Mer- 
hants by private Contract, for having ſup- 
lied his Catholick Majeſty's Troops with 
tores, c. 

And this Article of 119% fz Dollars, not- 
ithſtanding the general Exception in this 
vention of all ſuch Claims on private Con- 
act, is yet particularly ſtipulated to be an- 
hilated by the preſent Ballance. 

Indeed, the fixing; the Ballanee due from 
vin, at 99,9001. which is about 1501. _— 

o 
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of the two Sums, one of them demanded from 
the South-Sea Company, and the other the 
Sum of 119,512 Dollars due on private 
Contract, ſeems to have been done with i$ 7 


View of ſatisfying the Spaniſh Punto ( off 
which we have of late been ſo extremely ca: 
tender) and preventing the Imputation onfſ Ye 
his Catholick Majeſty of having owned bi. pa 


this Agreement, that his Guarda Coast wl 
had at any time been guilty of Irregulaiſ# Ve 
rities. Ki 

From hence then it appears, that in this ArÞ cli 
ticle, the only one in the whole Convention ma 
that has even the moſt diſtant Appearance. Gy 


Condeſcenſion on the Side of Spain, His Ci. we 
tholick Majeſty has been moſt minutcl in 
careful, that there ſhould not be acknowledoW be. 
ed even by his Payments, that his Veſſels ha for 
ever acted illegally in their Depredations off the 
our Merchants. FF the 
And of this Circumſpection, we ſha fro 
hereafter find ſtill more aſtoniſhing InſtanÞ* be 
ces, with regard to the Stipulations in theſꝗ to 
cond ſeparate Article relating to the Sau ho 
Thereſa, and the Succeſs. the 
Beſides, the actual Payment of the remaiiſ. Re 
ing Sum of 27,000). is no ways neceſſa tha 
ſince it is eaſily ſupplied by a proper Con cei 
ment on the ſucceeding Article, to the Co 
ſideration of which we now proceed. entio 


ARTICL 
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ARTICLE I. 


HE Value of the Ship called the 

V4 Moolball, which was taken and 
carried to the Port of Campechy in the 
Lear 1732, the Loyal Charles, the Di/- 
© patch, the George and the Prince William, 
WW which were carried to the Havana in the 
Year 1737, and the St. James to Porto 
* Rico, in the ſame Year, having been in- 
E cluded in the Valuation that has been 
made of the Demands of the Subjects of 


nceq . Creat-Britain, as alſo ſeveral others that 
is Ci were taken before; if it happens that 
nutelſ in conſequence of the Orders that have 
vledggz been diſpatched by the Court of Spain 
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for the Reſtitution of them, Part or 
the Whole of them have been reſtored, 
the Sums ſo received ſhall be deducted 
from the gy,B oool. Sterling, which is to 
be paid by the Court of Spain according 
to what is above ſtipulated: It being 
however underſtood, that the Payment of 
the y, oool. Sterling ſhall not be, for that 
Reaſon, in any Manner delayed; ſaving 
that what may have been previouſly re- 
\ ceived ſhall be reſtored.“ | 
This Article ſhews us, how great an At- 
ention is given by the Spaniſh Court to its 
ninuteſt Intereſts, and how ready we are to 
ICL indulge 
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(4) 
indulge them. For not contented to have 
acquieſced in a claim onthe South-Sea Com 
pany, the moſt exorbitant ſurely that was e 
ver heard of, to have put our moſt valuabbe 
and indiſputable Rights into Negotiation; 
not contented ith having made ſuch a Sti 
pulation with reſpect to Georgia, as will prof 
bably deliver that Province and Carolina alſe 1 
into their Hands; not contented to have al 
lowed them, in the ſettling the Ballance be Ma 


Th 
al ; 
ike, © 
n of 


tween us, above 68,0007. more than theinF the 
utmoſt Demands z not content, I ſay, with ed 
theſe Conceſſions, we by this Article agree toffÞ Spa 
account for the trifling Sums that may hat be 
been received as Part ot the Value of the Shiſ the 
Moolball, Loyal Charles, Ge. 1 

Bur further, if we examine the CondudF wri 
of Spain with reſpect to her Convention Br: 
Trearies, &c. for ſome Years paſt, we may Ma 
eaſily predict that this Article will, ac ſigt 
cording to the Spaniſh Method of Accounts the 
be inſiſted on as compleating, with the du Dot 
of 68,000]. demarided of the Sourh-Sea Com ary 


pany, the whole Sum ſtipulated by this Con 
vention to be due from Spain; for the Af 
ſurances given in this Article, that the 
Payment of that Sum ſhall not for this Rex: 
ſon be delayed, are not ſtronger than thok 
that in the Courſe of our Tranſactions 
with that Court, we Have ſeen almoſt annu 
ally eluded. 1 


(47 

The fifth Article contains nothing eſſen- 
al; we ſhall, however, inſert it for Form's 
ike, and thence proceed to the Conſiderati- 


have 
om 
FAS e 


e and ratified by his Britannick 


e be y and by his Cazholick Majeſty y and 


azblFn of the two ſeparate Articles. 
tion} | | 
Sti ARTICLE V. 
prof | 
a alſe H E preſent Convention ſhall be ap- 
ve al 

Maje 
theij the Ratifications thereof ſhall be deliver- 
with ed and exchanged at London within the 
ree t Space of fix Weeks, or ſooner, if it can 
hatt be done, to be reckoned from the Day of 


Ship the ſigning. | 

« In witneſs whereof, We the under- 
wricten Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of his 
Britannick Majeſty and of his Cazholick 


Majeſty, by virtue of our full Powers have 


ndud 
tions 
ma 


ac ſigned the preſent Convention, and cauſed 

zuntz the Seal of our Arms to be affixed thereto. 

| Surf Done at the Pardo the 14th Day of Fanu- 
om 1 


ary 1739. | 
Firſt Separate Article. 
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The 


V firſt Ariele of the Convention, 
ſigned this Day, between the Miniſters 
Plenipotentiaries of Great-Britain and 
Spain; that there ſhall be named on the 
E | Part 


Hereas it has been agreed by the 
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Majeſty, his Plenipotentiaries for thi 
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Part of their Britannick and CathyjiM* C 
Majeſties reſpectively, immediately afterſ® 29 
the ſigning the above- ſaid Convention 
two Miniſters Plenipotentiaries, who ſhall 
meet at Madrid within the Space of { 
Weeks, to be reckoned from the Day of 
the Exchange of the Ratifications; thei 
ſaid Majeltics, to the End that no Tin | 
may be lolt in removing by a ſolem 
Treaty, which is to be concluded fo 
t hat Purpoſe, all Cauſe of Complaint for 
the future, and in eſtabliſhing thereb 
a perfect good Underſtanding, and 
laſting Friendſhip, between the twe 
Crowns, have named, and do by the 
Prefents name, v7z. his Britannick Ma 
jeſty, Benjamin Keen, Eſq; his ſaid Ma 
jeſty's Miniſter Pleni ans wm to his Ca 
tholick Majeſty, Abraham Caſtre. 
Eſq; his ſaid Britannick Majeſty's Con 
ſul General at the Court of his Catholic 


Purpoſe; and his Catholic Majeſty, Do 
Joſeph de la Quintana, his Counſello 
in the ſupreme Council of the Indies, an 
Don Stephen Foſeph de Abaria, Knigb 
of the Order of Calatrava, Counſello 
in the ſame Council, and Superintendan 
of the Chamberof Accounts; who ſha 
be immediately inſtructed to FC the 
ee (Con 
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Hoi Conferences: And whereas it has been 
afterM® agreed by the 3d Article of the Conven- 
ation M* tion ſigned this Day, that the Sum of 


& Ninety five thouſand Pounds Sterling is 
„due, on the Part of Spain, as a Ballance 


) ſhall 
pf < 
Jay of 

the 
Time 
lem 


C tain, after Deduction made of the De- 
& mands of the Crown and Subjects of 
Spain, his Catholick Majeſty ſhall. caule 


d fol“ ro be paid at London, within the Term 
nt fol of four Months, to be reckoned from 
erebyl®* the Day of the Exchange of the Ratiſi- 


& cations, or ſooner if it be poſſiole, in 
« Money, the above-mentioned Sum of 
« Ninety five thouſand Pounds &terling, to 
& ſuch Perſons as ſhall be authorized, on 
« the Part of his Britannick Majcity, to re- 
& ceive it. | 

© This ſeparate Article ſhall have the 
« fame Force as if it was inſerted Word 
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bolic* for Word in the Convention ſigned this 
tha Day; it ſhall be ratified in the ſame 
„Daf“ Manner, and the Ratifications thereof 


“ ſhall be exchanged at the fame time as 
© thoſe of the ſaid Convention. 

« In witneſs whereof, We the under- 
« written Miniſters, Plenipotentiaries of his 
« Britannick Majeſty, and of his Catholicł 
« Majeſty, by virtue of our full Powers 
n th have ſigned this ſeparate Article, and hare 
Con £34 « cauſed 


(ello 
5, and 
nigh 
(ello 


to rhe Crown and Subjects of Great-Bri- 
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e cauſcd the Seals of our Arms to be affixe, 
© thereto. Done at the Pardo, the 14th 
&« of Januar), 1739.” 

The only Stipulation worth Notice in 
this Article is the King of Spain's agree. 
ing to pay, within a certain Term of tour 
Months, the Sum ſettled in the Third Ar- 
ticle of this Convention. As I have ſhewn 
in the Remarks on that Article, that the 
Payment of this Sum would in no wiſean 
ſwer the great Ends propoſed by the pre- 
ſent Negotiation, and that at the ſame time 
all Expectation of its being paid is extreme 
ly chimerical; I ſhall only take Notice 
that the End of the Term here aſſigu'd 
for Payment does nearly fall in with thi 
uſual Time of the Breaking up of Par 
liament. Paſs we now to the ſecond and 
laſt ſeparate Article, which indeed, next 
to the King of Spain's Proteſt, is of 
all the preſent Stipulations the moſt aſto- 
niſhing. ä 


Second Separate Article. 


cc 
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Hereas the underwritten Miniſters 
Plenipotentiaries of their Brita: 


&« nick and Catholic Majeſties have this 
“ Day ſigned, by virtue of full Powers 
« from the Kings their Maſters for that 
“% Purpoſe, a Convention for ſettling and 

A BI. 


(53) 
adjuſting all the Demands, on each Side, 
of the Crowns of Great-Britat and 

pain, on Account of Seizures made, 
Ships taken, &c. and for the Payment 

of a Ballance that is thereby due to the 

Crown of Great- Britain; it is declared, 


that the Ship called the Succeſs, which 
vas taken on the 14th Day of April, 


1738, as ſhe was coming out from the 
Iſland of Antigua, by a Spaniſh Guarda 
Coaſta, and carried to Porto Rico, is not 
comprehended in the aforeſaid Conven- 
tion; and his Catholick Majeſty pro- 
miſes that the ſaid Ship and its Cargo 
ſhall be forth with reſtored, or the juſt Va- 
ue thereof, to the lawful Owners; pro- 
vided that, previous to the Reſtitution of 
the ſaid Ship the Succeſs, the Perſon or 
Perſons intereſted thereindo give Securi- 
ty at London to the Satisfaction of Dox 
Thomas Geraldino, his Catholick Majeſty's 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary, to abide by 
what ſhall be decided thereupon by the 
Minifters Plenipotentiaries of their faid 
Majelties, that have been named for final- 
ly ſettling, according to the Treaties, the 
Diſputes which remain to beadjuſted be- 
tween the Two Crowns; and his Catho- 
lick Majeſty agrees, as. far as ſhall depend 
upon him, that the above-mentioned Ship 
& the 
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the Succeſs ſhall be referred to the Exami 
nation and Deciſion of the Plenipotentia 
ries; his Briſannick Majeity promiſe, 
likewiſe to refer, as far as ſhall depen 
upon him, to the Deciſion of the Pleni 
potentiaries, the Brigantine Santa The 
reſa, ſeized in the Port of Dublin it 
Ireland, in the Year1735. And the ſai 
underwritten Miniſters Plenipotentiarie 
declare by thele Preſents, that the Thin 
Article of the Convention, ſigned thi 


ce Day, does not extend, nor ſhall be confi be 
ce ſtrued to extend to any Ships or Effet 74 
tat may have been taken or ſeiz'd ſino By 
ce the loth Day of December 1737, or maſiſfeonfe 
« be hereaftcr taken or ſeiz'd; in whichhf A. 
« Caſes Juſtice ſhall be done according i Hani 
ce the Treaties, as if the aforeſaid ConvenWon 
ce tion had not been made; it being howWma: 
« ever underſtood, that this relates only HMrhet 
ce the Indemnification and Satisfaction to ya ſig 
&« made for the Effects ſeized, or Priultly 
% taken, but that the Deciſion of ace 
“ Caſes, which may happen, in order ¶ ver. 
« remove all Pretext for Diſppte, is to eſſe. 
4 referred to the Plenipotentiaries, to ion | 
determined by them according to omi 
ST paatics. von 

&« This ſeparate Article ſhall have this tc 
40 


ſame Force as if it was inſerted Wo ms 
l 0 * 
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for Word in the Convention ſigned this 


Kami 
entia 


Day: It ſhall be ratified in the ſame 
Manner, and the Rarifications thereof 


Miles 
epend . ſhall be exchanged ar the ſame Time as 
PleniMW thoſe of the ſaid Convention. 


e In witneſs whereot, We the under- 
liz i written Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of his 


he ſaiq . Britannick Majeſty, and ot his Catholick 
riarieFÞ Majeſty, by virtue of our full Powers, 
Thir , have Ggned the preſent ſeparate Article, 


d rhiff* and have cauſed the Seals of our Arms to 
con be affixed thereto. Done at the Pardo 
fret January the 14th 1739.” 
| fincY By this Article the Right to the Succeſs, 
Ir maſeonfefſed to be taken as ſhe was coming our 
whicf Antigua, an hundred Leagues from any 
ing 1W9ani/þ Settlement, is referred to the Deci- 
Dnvenion of the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries. 
* howWimazing ! Shall we thus tamely diſpute, 
only i rhet her a Ship ſeized in full Peace, almoſt 
nto bn fight of our own Shore, was juſtly or un- 
Pri:ultly taken? Had Spain demanded to have 
of t laced Garriſons of her own in Briſtol and 
rder ¶ vero, to inlſpect all outward-bound 
is to Heſſels, and to prevent all Communica- 
to tion between thoſe Ports and the Spaniſh 
to Hominions in America; I ſhould almoſt as 
don have expected even ſuch a Claim as 
we tiWhis to have been referred to future Nego- 
Wofzation, as the Right to a Ship taken under 
*deſe Circumſtances, * 


—— _ —— 
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Fo! 

The Conceſſion in this Stipulation, onifijal a 
the Side of Spain, is as eminent for its ArMhcfor 
rogance, as that on our fide is for its ConWihe 1 
deicenſion: For the King of Spain avows In, a 
on his Part, that his Gzarda Coſta ha Hain 
taken a Britiſh Veſſel coming out of ou Bu 
own Settlements, in Time of full Peace Ne ex 
and inſiſts at the {ame time that its PropertyMQnuch 
is dubious, and can only be determin'd byWvas ir 
the Plenipotentiaries. | ure, 
If the Property of this Ship be conſider s Ma 
as doubtful by Spain, and allow'd to boten 
ſuch by our Miniſters, what ſhall we from ode 
hencefor ward be able to call our own? ind ( 
The Santa Thereſa here referred on theffncrly 
fide of his Brizaunck Majeſty, is anothenWropo 
Inſtance that thoſe of our Poſſeſſions onlyMpotiar 
are ſecure that the Spaniards ſhall not thin We 
it worth while to claim Dis ( 
The Santa Thereſs was originally hat in 
Britiſh Veſſel, but was taken at Sea by Montai 
Spaniſh Privateer, in as ſhameleſs a man ert c 
ner as the Succeſs laſt mentioned: Sh hat D 
was afterwards fitted out by the Spaniard:Mins a 
as a Merchant-man, and trading in th ego 
Port of Dublin was known by her oldFÞld us 
Maſters who ſeized her. Now, who would on'd 
have imagin'd, that when ſhe was by thigoſtu 
Means once more in our Poſſeſſion, that h: 


Negotiations of Spain ſhould a ſecond time 
have wreſted her out of our Hands? ; 
or 


(973 
For, had our Seizure of her been as ille- 
ral as the Spanſp Seizure, yet it being 
before the Year 1737, ſhe was included in 
the Third Article ot the preſent Conventi- 
on, and conſequently all Claim to her from 


Vain is thereby releaſed, 


Bur neither the Exemption ariſing from 
the expreſs Words of that Article, nor the 
nuch more equitable Exemption that ſhe 


Was intitled to from the Juſtice of her Sei— 


ure, could protect her from being referred 
Matter of Debate to the Miniſters Pleni- 
potentiaries. After this we mu thank the 
Moderation of Spain, that our Right to Ire- 
ind (which his Catholic Majeſty has for- 
nerly made Pretentions to) is not likewiſe 
ropoſed to be examined in the future Ne- 
zotiat ion. | 
We have now gone thro? each Article of 
this Convention, and have made appear 
hatinſtead of aſſerting our juſt Rights, and 
ontaining ſuch Acknowledgments on the 
Part of Spain, as our paſt Sufferings from 


What Nation authoriſe us to demand, it con- 


ins a Reference of ſuch of our Rights to 


Niegotiation, as our Honour ſhould have 


old us we ought never to permit to be queſ- 
on'd, and a Chain of Conceſſions to the 


Woſt unwarranted and exorbitant Claims of 
What haughty Court. In particular, 


After 
H 
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After the Spirit of the Nation had bee 
raiſed by a Senſe of the unparallel'd Indig 
nities of the Spaniards, to demand Juſtic 
for their paſt, and Security for their futur 


Behaviour) after fitting out three Fleets, an 
amuſing us with all the Appearance. an 


all the Expence of vigorous Meaſures. 
We are told that Spain, terrified by ou 


Arming, would grant us all we could evet 
wiſh or hope for at the End of the mol 


ſucceſsful War. h 
We enter into a Negotiation with the 
but the Spani;h Miniſter makes a Declar 
tion, in the Name of his Maſter, that h 
will not treat with us, if he be not indulg 
in forcing the South-Sea Company to pa 
him 68,0007. tho' he has acknowledg'd 
that he owes them upwards of 300,000 /, 
This Proteſt is ſo far from breaking o 
our Treaty, that our Miniſter is faid t 
bave agreed with reciprocal Accord, that th 
Declaration ſhould be made as the eſſenti 
and preciſe Means to overcome the ſo mu 
debated Diſputes. „„ 
Thus a Negotiation, pretended to | 
formed for the Reparation of our pa 
W rongs, and the aſſerting our future Sec 
Tity, is begun by the Eſtabliſhment of 
greater Piece of 
complain'd of, 


Injuſtice than any beto 
* 
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However, under this Declaration, and our 
Conſent to it, the preſent Convention is com- 
pleated and ſigned; and that Behaviour, 
which from a State that had never before of- 
ſended us, we ought rather to have riſqu'd 
twenty Years War, than have ſubmitted to, 
we readily aquieſce in, tho? proceeding from 
Nation whom by reaſon of a long Series 
of Injuries, it was diſhonourable for us to 
treat with but at her own Requeſt, and 
yon the moſt explicit Promiſes of doing us 
uſtice. . 
| The Stipulations of this Convention, on 
either Side, are perfectly agreeable to the 
Spirit ſhewn on this Incident by each 
Party. | | 

On the Side of Spain, Injuſtice and Arro- 
gance; on our Side Meekneſs and Cende- 
(cenſion. 

Our moſt important Rights, which we de- 
ive from no Treaties, but from God and 
Nature; Rights that hitherto no indepen- 
dent Nation ever permitted to diſpute them : 
TheſeRights, I ſay, are referred to future 
Negotiation, and are to be ſettled by Pleni- 
potentiaries. 


Thus Don Joſeph de la Quintana, and 
Don Joſeph de Abaria, are to ſettle with 
Mr. Keen and Mr. Caſtres, whether or no 
our Ships, purſuing the Purpoſe of their 
lawful Commerce between one Part of his 

Majeſty's 


* » 
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Majeſty's Dominions and another, are not 
to be viſited, ſearched, and taken by the 
Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's in the Seas of Ame- 
ricu. 

They are alſo to determine, if Georgia, 
which has been in our Poſſeſſion for near an 
hundred Years, without any Claim on the 
Part of Spain, does not belong to His Catho- 
lick Majeſty, and ought not to be immediate- 
ly ſurrender'd to him. 4.8 

Tho' in all Probability the tying up the 
Hands of the Inhabitants from forrifying 
themſelves as is done by this Convention, will 
bring on a ſpeedier Deciſion of this Affair, 
and will at the ſame time determine the Fate 
of Carolina. | 

Theſe Gentlemen are alſo to debate whe- 
ther the Ship Succeſs, taken in Time of Peace, 
coming out of our own Settlements, above 
an hundred Leagues from any $pani/h Terri- 
tory, be or be nota legal Capture; and whe- 
ther the Santa Thereſa, a Britiſh Ship, in the 
Hands of its original Owners, ought not to 
be returned to thoſe Spaniards, who once had 
her in their Poſſeſſion, by ſtealing her. 

Theſe, my Countrymen, are the Claims 
of Spain, which, on a Suppoſition of their 
diſputable Nature, are by this Convention 
confeſs'd to be proper objects of a future, 


Negotiation. 


1 


